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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . K This communication is responsive to the response filed on December 18, 2006. 




2. K The allowed claim(s) is/are 2.3.10 and 14--16 . 


3. n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
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Paper No./Mail Date „. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 


1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment to the claims was given in a 
telephone interview with Mr. Werner Stemer on April 2, 2007. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Claims 
Claims 2 and 3 have been rewritten as follows: 

"Claim 2 (currently amended): A variable length cutting device, comprising: 
a rotary cutter; and 

a transfer cylinder cooperating with said rotary cutter for cutting a ribbon into signatures 
having a desired cutoff length, said transfer cylinder having a central cylinder axis, a 
circumferential region, a gripper and a tucking blade disposed in said circumferential 
region at a fixed distance from said central cylinder axis, and an adjustable diameter 
portion disposed between said gripper and said tucking blade in said circumferential 
region of said transfer cylinder, said adjustable diameter portion being movable in a 
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direction toward and away from said central cylinder axis for adjusting the size of the 
circumference of the transfer cylinder to provide the desired cutoff length of the 
signatures, and said adjustable diameter portion being an adjustable roller movable in 
the direction toward and away from said central cylinder axis. 

Claim 3 (currently amended): The [[A]] variable length cutting device according to 
claim 10 , further comprising: 

a rotary cuttor; and 

a transfer cy l indor coop e rat i ng w i th sa i d rotary cuttor for cutting a r i bbon into signatures 
hav i ng a dosirod cutoff l ength, sa i d transfer cyl i nder hav i ng a c e ntral cy li nd e r ax i s, a 
c i rcumforont i a l region, a grippor and a tuck i ng blado disposed i n sa i d c i rcumf e r e nt i a l 
reg i on at a f i xod d i stance from said central cy li ndor ax i s, and an adjustable d i amotor 
port i on disposed betwe e n sa i d gr i ppor and said tucking b l ade i n said c i rcumf e r e ntial 
r e g i on of sa i d transfer cy li nd e r, sa i d adjustab le d i am e t e r portion b ei ng movab le i n a 
dir e ction toward and away from said c e ntra l cyl i nd e r ax i s for adjust i ng th e d e s i r e d cutoff 
le ngth of th e s i gnatur e s: and 

one of a linear jack and an eccentric jack connected to said adjustable roller diamotor 
port i on for moving said adjustable roller d i amet e r portion toward and away from said 
central cylinder axis.-. 
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Claim 10 has been rewritten as follows: 

"Claim 10 (currently amended): A variable length cutting device, comprising: 
a rotary cutter; and 

a transfer cylinder cooperating with said rotary cutter for cutting a ribbon into signatures 
having a desired cutoff length, said transfer cylinder having a central cylinder axis and a 
circumferential region, and an adjustable roller disposed in said circumferential region of 
said transfer cylinder, said adjustable roller being movable in a direction toward and 
away from said central cylinder axis for adjusting the size of the circumference of the 
transfer cylinder to provide the desired cutoff length of the signatures.--. 

In the Specification 

Page 11, line 10, "a jaw cylinder" has been changed to -the jaw cylinder-. 

In the replacement paragraph for the paragraph beginning at page 13, line 25 of the 
specification submitted in the amendment filed on September 24, 2001 : 
line 8, "such grippers" has been changed to -such as grippers-. 
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Remarks 

3. The above changes to claims 2 and 10 were made to further clarify the claimed 
invention and are not intended to alter the scope thereof. 

4. The above changes to claim 3 were made to obviate the potential rejection of 
claim 3 involving Hohle et aL, pn 5,782,464, wherein a transfer cylinder is disclosed as 
claimed including one of a linear jack and an eccentric jack (e.g., including 23, 24) 
connected to the adjustable diameter portion (e.g., 2, 3) for moving said adjustable 
diameter portion toward and away from said central cylinder axis. 

Additional Prior Art 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The newly-cited prior art disclose inventions which have features 
similar to the claimed invention. However, these inventions, each taken alone or in 
combination with the prior art of record, do not teach or fairly suggest the claimed 
invention. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clark F. Dexter whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4505, The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer D. Ashley can be reached on (571)272-4502. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272;>«)00. 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3724 
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